This is very high when compared to the overall prevalence of 0.29% in 2008-09 from India (see footnote 1). It may be because of sample bias. People approaching the hospital for HIV testing are in a higher risk group of HIV infection than the general population. Thirty-nine males (60.94%) and 25 females (39.06%) were among the HIV positive cases. This is similar to the general population in 2006 from India (see footnote 1). We observed that samples tested for HIV were more from male subjects (66.03%) as compared to female subjects (33.97%). Since we tested more samples from male subjects, we are getting more HIV positive male subjects. Male to female ratio in Puducherry was 1:1 as per 2001 census.
3 Therefore it appears that there is underreporting of HIV infection especially from the elderly female subjects. It emphasis the need to do more work especially in this area.
